The plant has minutely pubescent entire leaves arising from swollen nodes; the flowers are white or purple in colour. It is well known to the people throughout the country and a yellow dye is commonly obtained from its leaves. The leaves, the root and the flowers are extensively used in indigenous medicine as a remedy for colds, cough, bronchitis and asthma. It (2) Vasicine has 110 marked action on the alimentary canal or on the circulation. It produces slight but persistent broncho-dilation in experimental animals and this effect is considerably increased after administration of atropine.
(3) Clinically a fluid extract prepared from the leaves has well marked expectorant properties and relieves bronchial spasm. It has 110 effect whatever in pulmonary tuberculosis.
